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Cover: Adélie penguins on the ice near Palmer Station, Antarctica, site 
of the newest Long Term Ecological Research project to be based at the 
Ecosystems Center. (Photo: Hugh Ducklow)
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Ivan Valiela
Boston University Marine Program
Ph.D., Cornell University

Ivan is interested in the coupling of 
land use on watersheds and coastal 
ecosystems in the larger context of 
global change.

Paul Colinvaux
Senior Research Scientist
Ph.D., Duke University

Paul studies past climates and 
vegetation from the Amazon to 
the Arctic through analysis of 
air-borne pollen trapped in lake 
sediments.

John E. Hobbie
Senior Scholar
Ph.D., Indiana University

As an aquatic ecologist, John 
identifies the factors controlling 
decomposition and productivity 
in aquatic ecosystems, especially 
the role that microbes play.

Paul A. Steudler
Senior Research Scholar
M.S., University of Oklahoma

Paul is interested in the 
responses of temperate and 
tropical forest and agricultural 
ecosystems to disturbances 
like hurricanes, nitrogen and 
sulfur additions, forest cutting 
and regrowth, and increased 
temperature.

SES DirectorSenior Scholars

Kenneth H. Foreman
Director of Semester in 
Environmental Science
Ph.D., Boston University

Ken’s principal research area is the 
coastal zone. In recent years, he 
has been studying the effects of 
nutrient loading on benthic and 
water column communities and 
processes.

Adjunct Scientists

Zoe G. Cardon 
University of Connecticut
Ph.D., Stanford University

Zoe’s research focuses on micro-
bial activity in soil around plant 
roots (the rhizosphere), includ-
ing how water fluxes driven by 
plants affect resource availability, 
local conditions, and biogeo-
chemistry in the rhizosphere.

Maureen H. Conte
Bermuda Institute of Ocean 
Sciences
Ph.D., Columbia University

Maureen’s research speciality is 
trace level molecular and isotopic 
organic geochemistry. Research 
focus areas include deep ocean 
particle flux and the organic geo-
chemistry of biogenic aerosols.

Robert Howarth
Cornell University
Ph.D., Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology/Woods Hole 
Oceanographic Institution

Bob’s long-term interest is in 
environmental management 
and the effects of nutrients and 
pollutants on aquatic ecosystems.  
His scientific approach is through 
biogeochemistry, particularly 
nitrogen, phosphorus, and sulfur 
cycling and export from land to 
waters.
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Dorothy J. Berthel 
Administrative Assistant

Donald W. Burnette
Research Assistant 
M.S., Southern Illinois University

Benjamin Felzer
Research Associate
Ph.D., Brown University

Jennifer S. Barkman
Research Assistant 
B.S., Auburn University

Sarah M. Butler
Research Assistant 
M.S., University of Maine

Matthew J. Erickson
Senior Research Assistant
M.S., University of Wisconsin-
Oshkosh

Sophia E. Fox
Postdoctoral Scientist in Residence
Ph.D., Boston University

Melanie Hayn
Research Assistant
B.S., Cornell University

Robert H. Garritt
Senior Research Assistant
M.S., Cornell University

Clara S. Funk
Research Assistant 
B.A., Wesleyan University

Staff

Timothy Cronin
Research Assistant
B. A., Swarthmore College

Kelly R. Holzworth
Research Administrator
University of San Diego

Samuel W. Kelsey
Research Assistant
B.S., Dickinson College

Jennifer E. Johnson
Research Assistant 
B.A., Swarthmore College

Bonnie L. Kwiatkowski
Research Assistant
M.S., University of New 
Hampshire

David W. Kicklighter
Research Associate
M.S., University of Montana

Staff
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James A. Laundre
Senior Research Assistant
M.S., University of Connecticut

Marshall L. Otter
Senior Research Assistant
Ph.D., University of Cape Town

Jane Tucker
Senior Research Assistant
M.S., University of North Carolina

J.C. Weber
Senior Research Assistant
M.S., University of Delaware

Christina Maki
Research Assistant
B.A., Bates College

Richard P. McHorney
Senior Research Assistant
M.S., University of Pennsylvania

Elissa B. Schuett
Research Assistant 
M.S., Frostburg State University

Aaron L. Strong
Research Assistant
B.A., Swarthmore College

Yuriko Yano
Postdoctoral Scientist
Ph.D., Oregon State University

Deborah G. Scanlon
Projects and Publications Coordinator
B.A., Syracuse University

Mary Ann Seifert
Administrative Assistant
B.A., Alfred University

Suzanne M. Thomas
Research Assistant
M.S., University of Pennsylvania

Kate Morkeski
Research Assistant 
M.S., Virginia Polytechnic Institute 
and State University

Taylor H. Muric
Research Assistant
M.S., College of William and Mary
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Consultants

Francis P. Bowles, Research Systems Consultant 
Alina S. Cushing
Heidi Golden

Visiting Scientists and Scholars

Peter Berg, University of Virginia
Thomas Duncan, Nichols College
James Galloway, University of Virginia
Roxanne Marino, Cornell University
Karen McGlathery, University of Virginia

Marselle Alexander-
Ozinskas
B.S., Bates College

Angela Allen
M.S., University of 
Rhode Island

Gillian L. Galford
B.A., Washington 
University

Yawei Luo
M.S., Peking University

Shelby Hayhoe
B.A., Grinnell College

Kristen M. S. Myers 
B.A., College of William 
and Mary

Seeta Sistla
B.A., Swarthmore College

Graduate Students

Brown-MBL Graduate Program in Biological and Environmental Sciences

Neil Bettez
Cornell University
M.S., University of North 
Carolina, Greensboro

Lindsay D. Brin
Boston University Marine 
Program
B.A., Swarthmore College

Erin L. Kinney
Boston University Marine 
Program
B.A., Dartmouth College

Ketil Koop-Jakobsen
Boston University Marine 
Program
M.S., Roskilde University, 
Denmark

Ylva Olsen
Boston University Marine 
Program
M.S., University of 
Plymouth, UK

Visiting Graduate Students

Staff who left in 2007

Jennifer L. Bowen, Teaching Fellow, Princeton University
Joaquin E. Chaves, Post-doctoral Associate, Brown University 
Suzanne J. Donovan, Freelance Graphic Designer
Deanne C. Drake, Research Scientist, National Institute for Water and Atmospheric 
  Research, New Zealand
Robert C. Hanifin, Biological Science Technician, U. S. Department of Agriculture,
  Davis, California
Lora A. Harris, Assistant Professor, Chesapeake Biological Laboratory, University 
  of Maryland
W. McDonald Lee, Laboratory Specialist, Virginia Commonwealth University
Katherine J. Lenoir, Graduate Student, Boston University 
Jacqueline E. Mohan, Assistant Professor, University of Georgia
Christian R. Picard, Biologist, Springborn Smithers Laboratories, Wareham, Massachusetts
Laura E. Wittman, Graduate Student, Duke University



Sources of Support for Research and Education

Revenue Expenses

The annual operating budget of the Ecosystems Center for 2007 
was $7,040,000. Approximately 78% of the income of the center 
comes from grants for basic research from government agencies, 
including the National Science Foundation, NASA, the Department 
of Energy and the Environmental Protection Agency. The other 
22% comes from gifts and grants from private foundations, including 
support for the Semester in Environmental Science, as well as from 
institutional support for administration and income from the center’s 
reserve and endowment funds.

These non-governmental funds provide flexibility for the development 
of new research projects, public policy activities and educational 
programs.  

The combined total value of the center’s reserve fund and endowment 
at the end of 2007 was $5,600,000. Income from the reserve fund and 
endowment helps defray the costs of operations, writing proposals, 
consulting for government agencies and the center’s seminar program.

The Ecosystems Center is grateful for the support it has received from 
the following corporations and foundations over the past five years:

Arthur Vining Davis Foundation
Blum-Kovler Foundation, Inc.
The Clowes Fund, Inc.
ExxonMobil Foundation
Harken Foundation
Horizon Foundation, Inc.
The Kohlberg Foundation, Inc.
Massachusetts Environmental Trust
The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation
The Harold Whitworth Pierce Charitable Trust
The Starr Foundation

Ecosystems Center scientists study the effect of land use, such as farming, 
on the transport of materials in streams such at this at Long Meadow 
Brook, Appleton Farms, Ipswich, Massachusetts (Photo: Kate Morkeski)




