Marshview Field Station:  A User Guide

Mailing address:  297 Newburyport Turnpike Newbury, MA 01951

Phone: (978) 465-4127

Introduction:
The Marine Biological Laboratory purchased the Marshview Farm field station at the Plum Island LTER site in Newbury, MA in January of 2003.  The facility was acquired to support the rapidly expanding Plum Island coastal research program.  The new facility provides expanded housing, laboratory space, storage, and meeting and conference areas for visiting students and researchers.  

Description of facilities:
At the Marshview field station there are two adjoining houses, each with three bedrooms, a kitchen, full baths, and living space.  The facility can house 13 individuals (5 long-term and 8 short-term) at any one time.  Additional housing for 8 can be found at the nearby Rowley field house.  In the basement, a laboratory has been equipped with sinks, counter space, and short-term refrigerator and freezer storage.  Behind the barn there is an enclosed garage bay that can be used for short-term storage of field equipment and supplies, although there is no access to electricity.  The barn will be renovated in the future, but is not currently available as lab space.  The five acres surrounding the property include a greenhouse, garden plots, shed and small pond.  The property is surrounded by over 125 acres of woods and marsh managed by the State Dept. of Fisheries and Wildlife.  Just north of the property a walking path leads to a canoe launching spot and nice views of the Parker River.
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Visiting Marshview:
The Plum Island LTER maintains an online sign-out calendar to coordinate usage of both the Marshview and Rowley field stations.  The calendar can be viewed on the Plum Island LTER website http://ecosystems.mbl.edu/PIE or the TIDE website http://ecosystems.mbl.edu/TIDE by following the links for In-house website or calendar.  To obtain access to the calendar or for more information about scheduling a visit to either field station please contact Hap Garritt (hgarrit@mbl.edu) of the PIE-LTER or Bonnie Keeler (bkeeler@mbl.edu), Marshview resident and RA on the TIDE’s project.
[image: image2.wmf]
* Don’t forget to sign in on the guestbook in the main kitchen to register your projects use of the facilities!

Guidelines for use:
The Marshview facility is designed to meet the needs of both long-term residents and short-term visitors.  While the primary purpose of the facility is to support scientific research, it is important to remember that it is also a temporary home for summer field researchers.  While most of the house is available to everyone, the kitchen space in the smaller “back house” is reserved for long-term residents.  Short-term residents should use the kitchen and dining facilities in the “front house”.  Bedrooms are available on a first-come, first-serve basis.  There are no single rooms.  We ask short-term users to share rooms with each other before sharing with other before sharing with the long-term users.  Visitors must provide their own sheets, linens and towels.  There is a washer and dryer in the upstairs bathroom of the “front house”.  As is true for any communal living situation, please be respectful of each others personal possessions, privacy and need for quiet.
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Marshview, not MUDview…
Salt marsh ecology is dirty business so extra effort is required to keep the houses and the lab space clean.  There is an outside faucet near the lab entrance to wash muddy gear and people.  Keep dirty gear and clothing outside, do not wear or keep field footwear or waders in the house, and hang wet gear on the clothesline.  Use the small “mudroom” in the entryway to store coats and regular shoes. 
Chipping in…
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The Marshview Farm is run and cleaned by the people that use the facility.  There is no grant set aside for the upkeep and supply needs of the facility and no caretaker; therefore it is the responsibility of each and every project to contribute to the cleanliness and maintenance of the field station.  Be conscientious of your use of household consumables such as toilet paper, paper towels, dish soap, cleaning supplies etc. and re-stock as needed.  When you leave, always make sure the bedrooms, kitchen and common areas are clean and organized for the next visitor.  Residents will help with weekly cleaning of general use areas.  Use the white boards in the kitchen to keep track of household needs and to coordinate use of common areas, labs, and meeting space.

Where to park:
In an effort to keep access to the lab and garage open, please park vehicles in the parking area south of the barn.

And remember…



